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In new constructions for 25 or more maternity patients the maternity
unit or department, and newborn nursery shall be located in a separate
unit building, wing, floor, or in a section of the hospital physically
separated from other patient areas. The corridors of the maternity unit,
or department, shall not be used as a thoroughfare by personnel, visitors
or patients from other sections of the hospital.
Obstetric and newborn services shall be located and arranged as to
provide for complete protection of mothers and newborn infants from
infection and from cross infection from patients in other services in the
hospital.
There shall be provisions and policies in regard to the care of patients
with an infectious, contagious or communicable disease which will insure
the protection of other maternity and newborn infants.
Hospitals and maternity homes shall have facilities for blood trans-
fusions, which shall be ready and available at all times. There shall al-
ways be available sterile sets for intravenous administration of fluids.
2. LABOR Room
A properly equipped labor room shall be provided in conjunction with
the delivery room unless a private room is used for labor.
New construction: Labor rooms shall be in conjunction with delivery
units. A minimum of one labor room shall be provided for noninfected
maternity patients. Additional labor rooms shall be provided in the
ratio of one for each 10 maternity patients.
3. DELIVERY Room
In hospitals of more than 25 beds: a separate adequately equipped
delivery room shall be provided for non-infected maternity patients apart
from the general operating room. Additional delivery room or rooms
shall be provided for each 20 additional maternity patients or fraction
thereof.
New Construction: All delivery room units shall be segregated from
patient areas.
A properly heated bassinet shall be available for each delivery. There
shall be no hazardous electric equipment in or on the bassinet.
There shall be available facilities for suction, such as a tracheal
catheter and equipment for administering oxygen to the infant.
An acceptable means of identifying each infant shall be available in
every delivery room.
4. NURSERY
A nursery not to be used for any other purpose should be provided
for the newborn.
The suspension of bassinets on hooks, against walls and on double-
tier racks shall be prohibited. Bassinets shall be placed so as to protect
the infant from drafts.
Nurseries shall allow an average of 25 square feet of superficial floor
area per crib or bassinet and shall be sufficiently large so that each
bassinet will stand at least six inches from walls and partitions and that
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